NATIVE LITERATURE 7t GRADE
PROGRAM DESIGN

TET. =
fkzolutely
Truee

r:"' rl'T I“"}-"
el o
Parte=Time

T.T'l i W -
]

]

UNIT 1 Grounding Our Identities,
Sharing Our Stories




NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

l STAGE 1: Desired Results

h Big Ideas / Essential Questions / Enduring Understandings 5
Anchor Standards 6
Z Jl STAGE 2: Assessment Evidence
Transfer Statement 7
h Performance Assessment: GRASPS 8
Z l STAGE 3: Scope and Sequence
o Lessons 10
Appendices 65

K} (A 0.
.’.%
»

Designers: Sarah Caldwell and Kelsey Gorman

NISN Statement on Teacher Authorship and Ownership: NISN pays teachers a stipend to design curriculum over
the summer. All that NISN asks in return is permission to share the curriculum you design with other schools
working to Indigenize schooling for Native American students within and outside of the network, always maintaining
an indication of your authorship on curriculum documents. Likewise, any individual who is exposed to work that
is generated by another affiliated individual of the NISN will indicate original source authorship. This includes the

provision that no one shall use another teacher or developer’s curriculum for financial profit.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1
HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

Grounding Our Identities, Sharing Our Stories

*This unit does not contain lessons that would support a literature circle study. However,
this unit’s focus on identity and a main character’s experience of and resistance to racism
are an invitation to read additional works that build on these themes. Reading coming
of age stories set in different communities that face similar issues would help students
deepen their understanding of the ways in which prejudice and systemic racism impact
young people and the ways in which young people speak back to injustice.
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Lkzelute i

The Absolutely True Diary of a
Part-Time Indian

rwe by Sherman Alexie
Diary
af m Genre: Fiction
Port—Time Semi-Autobiographical

Indion Story Origin: | Spokane Indian Reservation

-

Grade level: | 7 - 12
Lexile Level: | 600L
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1
HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

UNIT SUPPORTING TEXTS:

»  Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So Can You by Marley Dias

»  Poetry Speaks Who | am: Poems of Discovery, Inspiration, Independence and Everything
Else by Elise Paschen

Texts for Optional Literature Circle Extension (Coming of Age Stories by Black authors):

* The New Kid by Jerry Craft

* Ghost by Jason Reynolds

*  Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson

* A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee
» The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

RESOURCES/APPEND|CESZ & Resources folder
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EI2o-qSCntmFf9AEXJxpaetUKWEEa9C7?usp=drive_link

NATIVE LITERATURE &
HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

7t GRADE - UNIT 1

STAGE 1

UNIT T - DESIRED RESULTS

Identity
. Racism

IDEAS

Essential Questions
(based on yearlong Big Idea)

Enduring Understandings

(based on yearlong Big Ideas)

Indigenous Identity:
* What are my stories and how do they
connect to my identity?

Empowerment, Equity, and Justice:
* How can a strong sense of identity aid
me in empowering others through their
identities?

Analysis, Interpretation, and Synthesis:
* How can we identify a theme and show
how the author develops that theme
sequentially throughout the story?

Indigenous Identity:

* Reading, writing, speaking, and
listening are tools that allow us to
explore our stories and share them in
powerful ways.

Empowerment, Equity, and Justice:
« Empathy and trust are the foundations
of a community in which we can share
our stories and identities.

Analysis, Interpretation, and Synthesis:
* We can understand how an author
develops that theme by identifying
relevant evidence and analyzing how
the evidence contributes to the theme.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

Anchor Standards

Reading; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
. analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of

Literature or

Informational the text

Writing CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences.

Speaking CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1 - Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7

and topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Listening

Language CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.5 - Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN
UNIT T - ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

Transfer Statement:

We want our students to engage in understanding how their identity impacts their
role as a reader and learner , so that in the long-run, on their own, they will be able
to find their voice using author’s craft to empower themselves in their own voices, to
speak their truth and speak back to injustice.

** Note on preparing to teach this unit:

We recommend that you craft your own Identity Narrative and Comic as you prepare to teach this unit. Appendix

11 does contain teacher and student models, but your students will be most engaged if you model this assignment
with your personal stories. By thinking deeply and sharing about your own identity, you will be building a relationship
with your students. You will also demonstrate the courage and vulnerability it takes to share personal writing with
an audience. Hopefully, in the process you will lay the foundation of trust that will encourage your students to share
their stories with each other. We would also say that the lessons in this unit do not fully represent the range of
teaching techniques and social justice stances that enliven the heart of this work. Ultimately, we want students to
feel empowered in their own voices, to speak their truth and speak back to injustice in the world. In planning this
unit, we have relied heavily on the text Teaching for Joy and Justice: Re-Imagining the Language Arts Classroom
by Linda Christensen. She writes “teaching for joy and justice means creating a curriculum that matters, curriculum
that helps students make sense of the world, that makes them feel smart... | want students to examine why things
are unfair, to analyze the systemic roots of injustice, and to use their writing to talk back.” We recommend that you
dig deeper into the theoretical and practical foundations of teaching in this powerful way in Christensen’s and other
critical literacy texts.

il = 4N
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

Performance Assessment (use GRASPS)

& GRASPS

Goal: Students will create a text that incorporates a narrative and a cartoon focusing on
some aspect of their identity.

ROle: Main Character/Author

Audience: Self, Teacher, Classmates (If comfortable)

Scenario: Conference Style

Product: Identity Narrative (600 word) and Comic

Standards: ccss.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A - Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B - Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts,
and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of characters
to situations.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4 - With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task and
purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3
above.)
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https://jaymctighe.com/downloads/GRASPS-Design-sheets.pdf

NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

UNIT T -SCOPE + SEQUENCE
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 1

Lesson Narrative:

Introductions: Teacher models writing 6-word memaoir.
& Look at examples written by teens.
Students write 6-word memoirs and record these on note cards.

Say: Conversation is going to be at the heart of learning in this class. We will start right away
today having conversations that help us get to know each other and build trust.

Introduce the essential question “What are the characteristics of a good conversation?” and have
students engage in a quick write in response to this question individually. & Quick write
Call on volunteers to share preliminary brainstorm ideas and record these on the board.

Pose the following steps to table groups:

1. Each person shares their 6-word memoir and also something about their identity or summer
experience

2. Groups try to apply ideas from the preliminary conversation brainstorm to enhance their group talk

3. Group members introduce the person seated in the next position clockwise to the whole group
by naming this person and telling one thing they learned about this person during the group
conversation.

Course Expectations: Each teacher will have their own unique course expectiations. As designers, we
feel have found that Unit 1, Lesson 1 offers the first and best opportunity to share course expectations
and create a community of Native Literature scholarship.”

Lesson Question(s):

» What are the characteristics of a good conversation?

Native Literature Program Design * Revised May 2024 « Yearlong for 7" Grade Page 10


https://www.sixwordmemoirs.com/teens/
https://ablconnect.harvard.edu/quick-write

NATIVE LITERATURE &

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 1

Anchor Standard(s):

7t GRADE - UNIT 1

STAGE 3

Speaking
and
Listening

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.71

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

6-word memoirs.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 2

Lesson Narrative:

Present the following definition of identity from Psychology Today: “Identity encompasses the
memories, experiences, relationships, and values that create one’s sense of self.”
Work with students to unpack the meaning of this definition.

Students work in groups to create a concept map of the word “identity” around the question “What
shapes our personal identity?” Have groups post their concept maps around the room and give groups
5 minutes to view all the concepts maps.

Present students with a double-sided & See/Think/Wonder Template.

Say: I am going to present you with two videos that represent the concept of identity in two
different ways. | want you to think about what you see, think, and wonder as you watch and
record your thinking.

X Identify Short Film [N Represent: Kayla Gebeck

Groups discuss the videos and revise their concepts maps.

Students take a gallery walk to view the concept maps of identity created in their classroom.

Say: As you look at the concept maps, think how each group represented mapped the concept
of identity in similar and different ways.
(The teacher should take photographs of each concept map to upload digitally for later reference.)

Students journal and respond to the question: “What has shaped your identity?” Or have students do
this webbing activity to map their identity. & Webbing

Lesson Question(s):

» What shapes your identity?
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https://pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/See%20Think%20Wonder_2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikGVWEvUzNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=go85gnun0Rc
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-holocaust-and-human-behavior/exploring-identity

NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 2

Anchor Standard(s):

Language CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word
or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Identity concept maps.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 3

Lesson Narrative:

Have students do a quick write in response to the essential question: Is your identity reflected in the
books that you read? & Quick write

Say: The goal of the Native Literature curriculum is that you read many, many books that
reflect or connect with your identity. Why might this be important? Take some preliminary ideas
and tell students we will connect to a broad conversation about representation across different peoples
of color in the United States.

Show the video highlighting the work of the M We Need Diverse Books.

Say: Our goal this year is to engage in reading as a conversation - we’ll converse in class, but
you are also always engaged in a conversation with the author as you read. Annotation is a
way to have that conversation - to ask questions and share reactions by writing them down.
It’s also a way to hold on to your thinking so you can return to your great ideas.

Overview the NACA Annotation Guide. & Appendix 1

Say: These are some ideas for notes you can make as you read, but really annotation is about
finding a personal style of note taking that helps you dig deeper into your reading.

(Emphasize that writing a few words next to something you circle or underline is often more useful
than just highlighting).

Introduce “Chapter 1: Her Story: Who | Am, How This All Began” in Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So
Can You. Model reading and annotating, thinking aloud with reference to the annotation guide.

“In this accessible “keep-it-real” guide, Marley explores activism, social justice, volunteerism, equity
and inclusion, and using social media for good. Drawing from her experience, Marley shows kids
how they can galvanize their strengths to make positive changes in their communities, while getting
support from parents, teachers, and friends to turn dreams into reality. Focusing on the importance of
literacy and diversity, Marley offers suggestions on book selection, and delivers hands-on strategies
for becoming a lifelong reader.” - from Scholastic Teacher Store
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https://ablconnect.harvard.edu/quick-write
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrrh0G-OkBw
https://shop.scholastic.com/teachers-ecommerce/teacher/books/marley-dias-gets-it-done-9781338136890.html

NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 3

Lesson Narrative: (continued)

Continue to read aloud as students annotate. Call on student volunteers and share reactions.

End the class by having students place themselves along a continuum created at points along one
wall of the classroom with one end marked “Diverse Book Matter” and the other “Diverse Books Aren’t
That Important.” Call on volunteers from different points of the continuum to share their thinking.

This & Annotation Rubric is something you could use to assess students how students are
progressing towards the goal of making meaningful annotations throughout this unit. Students might
also use this tool for self-assessment.

Lesson Question(s):

* Is your identity reflected in the books that you read?

a Anchor Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1

Reading:
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Annotations of Chapter 1 in Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So Can You.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 4

Lesson Narrative:

Say: When we read a work of fiction, one of the most important things we can do as we begin
reading is to pay attention to the characters. How do we visualize them? What are their internal
and external traits?

Teach and take notes on the terms internal/external character traits. Then have students complete
Chalk Talk rotations in which they identify internal and external traits of well known characters from
popular culture (e.g. if your class knows the Star Wars characters well, label four different pieces of
paper with character names and a T-chart labeled Internal/External). & Chalk Talk

Read pages 1-6 of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.

Students create a chart of internal/external character traits of the novel’s main character Junior citing
evidence and page numbers, particularly where they have made inferences based on the author’s
words.

Students read a short bio of Sherman Alexie.

AskK: Is this novel a work of Native Literature? How do you know?

(Students may return to this question over the course of the unit. You will have the option to return
to Sherman Alexie’s biography at the end of this unit by reading an essay in which a teenage reader
reflects on the impact Alexie’s sexual misconduct has had on her interpretation of his work.)

& Bio of Sherman Alexie

Lesson Question(s):

* How can readers understand a character more deeply by paying attention to their
internal and external characteristics?
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https://www.nsrfharmony.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/chalk_talk_0.pdf
https://fallsapart.com/

NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 4

Anchor Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1

Reading:
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Chart documenting Junior’s internal and external character traits.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 5

Lesson Narrative:

Warm-up: Write a 6-word memoir from Junior’s point of view using what you know about him as a
character so far. (Students can choose to work independently or in groups.)

Ask students to activate background knowledge about annotations. What do they like about annotating
texts? What do they dislike? Have students write responses on sticky note and post them or use an
online tool like Socrative to gather class thinking.

Say: Let’s read the next chapter, and I’'m going to think aloud about how I want to annotate

to engage in a conversation and hold onto my thinking. But my annotations may not be
meaningful to you! So by the end of this chapter, let’s aim to have made at least 3 annotations.
You can annotate with me or separately.

Read pages 7-14 and model annotations.

Students read a short bio of Sherman Alexie.

Say: Talk at your table, how did you annotate in ways that were similar to or different from me?

Lesson Question(s):

* How can annotating as we read improve our experience as readers?
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 5

Anchor Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1

Reading:
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Annotations made in novel.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 6

Lesson Narrative:

Quick write: Can your best friend be more important than your family?

Present a chart of elements that may be meaningful to annotate in fictional texts: character traits,
significant moments, figurative language and word choice, questions, author’s writing technique,
themes

Say: We will dig deeper into all of these elements throughout this unit. Today, | want us to
think about annotating what we notice about characters and significant events. Significant
events are important events that often relate to the main problem or conflict in the story and
move the plot forward.

Guided practice: Read pages 15-24 as a class with students stopping to discuss in groups and
suggesting parts of the text to annotate.

Independent practice: Students read independently or in small groups and annotate pages 25-31.

Students select an annotation that helped them to focus on characters or a significant event.
Have them share this using the concentric circles protocol. & Concentric circles protocol.

Lesson Question(s):

* How can annotating as we read improve our experience as readers?
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http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/inside-outside-circles

NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 6

Anchor Standard(s):

Reading: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Speaking CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.71
and Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,

. . and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building
Listening - : :

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Annotations made in novel; ideas shared in concentric circle activity
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 7

Lesson Narrative:

Warm-Up: Introduce the concept of tableaux to students using the directions provided in the & link.
Give students 10 minutes to develop a tableau representing a significant moment from the previous
day’s reading.

Give the quick write prompt: What is racism? Have you experienced racism? Describe an experience
you've had

Read the Equity Glossary definitions of prejudice, racism, and microaggression. Show the videos of
Marley Dias explaining structural racism and the video on classroom microaggressions. Have students
discuss: How are these terms similar and different? Can you think of experiences in your life that fit
into any of these categories?.

X Marley Dias

[N Classroom Microaggressions

Work together as a class to create definitions for racism, prejudice, and microaggression on a
& Freyer Model.

Present a class chart with the following categories:

1. Experience of racism

2. Relevant equity term

3. Ways of resisting.

This chart will be used to collect examples as they appear in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time
Indian and will also be a way for students to document examples of racism from their own lives.

Have students use remaining class time to begin work on this chart by collecting examples of racism
from the novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. (Ask students to create individual
charts in their notebooks where they can collect examples of racism from the text or their lived
experiences.)

The New York Time produced an amazing resource, 26 Mini-Films for Exploring Race, Bias,
and Identity with Students. This would be a jumping off point for further discussions and
explorations related to this unit’s equity terms.

X 26 Mini-Films for Exploring Race, Bias, and Identity with Students
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https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/tableau
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M-5V8uUtKA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZahtlxW2CIQ
https://www.nbss.ie/sites/default/files/publications/frayer_model_-_vocbulary_strategy_handout__copy_3.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/15/learning/lesson-plans/25-mini-films-for-exploring-race-bias-and-identity-with-students.html

NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 7

Lesson Question(s):

* What is racism and how does it shape our lived experiences on a daily basis?
» How does racism appear as a theme in literature by people of color?

Anchor Standard(s):

Language CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word
or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Racism anchor charts.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 8

Lesson Narrative:

Dramatic warm-up: With a partner, take on the roles of Junior and Mr. P. Mr. P is visiting Junior’s
house to talk with him. What do they say to each other?

Say: We’'re going to continue to explore how annotation can deepen our experience as
readers. We’ll keep focusing on annotating our observations about characters and significant
moments.

Read aloud and collectively annotate pages

Have students read independently or with a selected partner.

Repeat the concentric circles discussion activity, having students share an annotation they feel
deepened their understanding of the text.

Return to the racism anchor chart and add examples of structural racism, prejudice, and
microaggressions from the text.

Lesson Question(s):

* How can annotating as we read improve our experience as readers?

Native Literature Program Design * Revised May 2024 « Yearlong for 7" Grade Page 24



NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 8

Anchor Standard(s):

Reading: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
Speaking CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.71
and Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,

. . and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building
Listening - : :

on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Annotations made in novel; ideas shared in concentric circle activity.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 9

Lesson Narrative:

Show the following image (& Appendix 2) and have students complete a freewrite about the image.
Discuss the image as a class.

Say: As readers, it is fun to get into the “mental movie” of the events that are happening in
the story. But we are working on a second level to analyze what we read and look for deeper
meanings. We’ll read today, annotating but also trying to get lost in the “mental move.” Then
we’ll take a step back and work on developing our analysis skills.

Read pages with teacher-selected reading format. Students should be annotating as they read.

Introduce students to the evidence-based writing graphic organizer (& Appendix 3) and use this
to talk with students about how scholars find key pieces of evidence, then analyze this evidence
to explain its meaning and importance. Model selecting and recording a piece of evidence, then

analyzing this piece of evidence. You might go through this process a second time with students
participating, contributing ideas, and writing along with you.

Small Group Practice: Work in groups to select a piece of evidence from the day’s reading and
analyze it. (Modification: If students are struggling, provide them with a worksheet with a piece of
evidence already typed in, then ask the groups to focus on analyzing the evidence to explore its
meaning.)

Collect student work at the end of class, assess, and provide formative feedback to students the
following day.

Lesson Question(s):

* How can | analyze a text to understand it more deeply?
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 9

Anchor Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1

Reading:
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Evidence-Based Writing worksheet from small group practice.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 10

Lesson Narrative:

Introduce figurative language with the game “What Else Could It Be? “ You will need a large clear or
white trash bag. Stand in a circle with students.

Say: This is an improvisation game. When you get the trash bag, you have to make it appear as
something that it is not.

Model with your own creation, e.g. capture air in the top of the bag and move it like a jellyfish through
water. Students should guess what you are trying to represent. Pass the bag around the circle as each
student creates “something” with the bag and their classmates guess what it “is.”

Say: Authors often use language in non-literal ways. In the way you used a trash bag to
represent something other than a trash bag, authors often compare two unlike things to create
an interesting description.

Introduce the terms metaphor, simile, and hyperbole on an anchor chart with definitions.

Introduce the Figurative Language Collection Chart (& Appendix 4).

Reread pages 54-61 collecting examples of figurative language from these pages. See the key on the
second page of Appendix 4 for examples of figurative language in this page range. Use at least two of
the examples for guided practice before independent practice).

Lesson Question(s):

» What are examples of metaphor, simile, and exaggeration in Sherman Alexie’s
writing? What do they add to the story?
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 10

Anchor Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1

Reading:
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Evidence-Based Writing worksheet from small group practice.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 11

Lesson Narrative:

Give students a double-side copy of the cartoons from pages 57 and 63. Take a moment to
discuss the role that cartoons play in the text and tell students they will be writing a personal story
accompanied by a cartoon as their final project for this unit.

Say: Annotate these cartoons. What do they make you think? What questions do they raise?
How do they connect to racism, prejudice, and microaggressions?

Have students discuss their annotations in small groups then share as a class.

Read pages 67-81 of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian using a method or methods that
fit your class (see whole class reading arrangements for ideas). Have students continue annotating
as they read. Remind them that they can annotate figurative language including metaphor, simile, and
hyperbole.

Student partners work to complete an Evidence-Based writing sheet by lifting an important line or part
from today’s reading.

Students post their work around the classroom then do a gallery walk, reading and posting sticky
notes with specific positive feedback on at least three pieces of work.

Optional Homework Extension: Talk back to a time you experienced racism by creating a
cartoon about this experience. (Create a Student Creations corner of our classroom where students
can post their cartoons.) This is an assignment that could be triggering, humorous, thought provoking,
cathartic or all of the above for students. When presenting this possibly assignment to students and
families, it will be important to consider the potential impact of students and to offer a supportive space
for students to express their experiences.

Lesson Question(s):

* How can | can analyze a text to understand it more deeply?
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 11

Anchor Standard(s):

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.1

Reading:
Literature or Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
Informational explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

@ Embedded Assessment(s):

Evidence-based Writing worksheet.
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NATIVE LITERATURE & 7" GRADE - UNIT 1

HISTORY PROGRAM DESIGN

LESSON 12

Lesson Narrat